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WEDNESDAY 
JULY 8, 2009 

6:00 PM 
 

KEN & PAULA’S 
2075 Staley Rd. 

Grand Island, NY 14072 

JULY 
MEETING 

 
WEDNESDAY 

AUGUST12, 2009 
7:00 PM 

 
Bob Mesmer's  

2548 Love Road 
Grand Island, NY 14072 

AUGUST 
MEETING 

 

YOUNG EAGLE 
MATT SZWAJDA 

AND  
JIM CAVANAUGH-

MATT IS THE CHAP-
TER SCHOLORSHIP 

WINNER 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Photo: Bob Morford  



to bring your check for camping, and required 
information for Jim Cavanaugh. (See page 5). 

 
The Lancaster Airport is being attacked 

by some of the new homeowners living on 
Nichter Rd. Seems like a few homeowners 
started complaining to the town board, and 
many others jumped on the bandwagon. Some 
are going so far as wanting the airport to close 
down. Sounds like the people buying a house 
on Lake Erie and whining about the lake being 
too rough. All of these people knew the airport 
was in existence when they bought the home. 
Meetings are being planned to keep interested 
people in the loop. As these meetings are 
planned on short notice, refer to the web page 
or look to your e-mail for notification.  

 
The “Kitty” is doing well and hopes to 

keep up the good work. The Young Eagles 
Event paid for itself with the donations. The 
Open House kitty was also well fed. Thanks to 
all of you helping out. The way this chapter 
loves to eat, we would have to have a dues in-
crease without the help of the kitty.  

 
Paul Pedersen 
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From the Back Seat 
 
Paul Pedersen;  
Vice-President  
EAA-46 

The May meeting found us at Bill Papich’s 
home to check the progress on the Ercoupe. 
The airplane is looking fantastic. Just before 
we arrived at Bill’s place, he was performing a 
“float test” of his new tractor, and a cold water 
swim. The tractor failed, and Bill changed into 
dry warm clothes. It is a fascinating story. Be 
sure to ask Bill about it when you see him. 

 
June Meeting was the Open House. 

Weather was great, and we had a number of 
people fly in. The attendance was estimated to 
be around 200 people. EAA Chapter 46’s fan-
tastic coffee was served, along with Out-
standing grilled hot dogs. Thanks to the chefs, 
Gary Schlegel and Rob Busch, the gourmet en-
trees were cooked to order (charred). I would 
expect The Food Channel to be on the lookout 
for these two.  

 
Paul Quenzler organized a very success-

ful Young Eagle Event, flying 117 kids on Sat-
urday June 13th. There will be another Young 
Eagle Day on September 26th. These events 
are a lot of work, but also we have a lot of fun 
both flying the kids, and all of the activity on the 
ground from escorting the kids to the awaiting 
planes to the cooking activities, ground school, 
and scheduling. Many people pitched in to 
make the day run smoothly.  All of the folks 
helping out are greatly appreciated.  

 
The next two months meetings will both 

be on Grand Island, with Ken & Paula’s pro-
jects being the July meeting and Bob Mesmer’s 
RV project in August. Driving Directions and 
meeting times are on page 4. I understand Ken 
has a new project for us to see. The July Meet-
ing is the Oshkosh planning meeting. Be sure 

How do you want 
that hamburger? 

Open House 2009 
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In Memoriam 
 
Ron Murray passed away on June 21st. A 
longtime member of the Chapter and frequent 
Oshkosh attendee. Our condolences go out to 
Ron’s family. Ron will be missed.  

Soaring 
By Donald Hobel 

With the new flight season, have you 
given any thought to expanding your pilot ca-
pabilities? Occasionally Sport Aviation and 
AOPA PILOT (March 2009) will have an article 
on soaring. That AOPA issue carried the story 
of an accident recoveree who returned to fly-
ing through soaring. In Sport Aviation 
(February 2009) there was another return to 
flying, soaring, from a woman’s point of view 

 
Some look at gliding/soaring from the 

point of view of just another rating and never 
proceed beyond that point. I suggest it is pos-
sible that once you try it you would find con-
tinuing challenges. While in the beginning one 
will stay within gliding distance of your base, 
with experience, cross country flights become 
an option. Annually there are soaring competi-
tions based either at Dansville, or Harris Hill, 
Elmira. 

 
This is presented as a member of the Ni-

agara Soaring Club based at Bill Smith’s grass 
strip, otherwise known as Lockport Cambria. 
The goal here is to make entry into the world 
of flight as economical as possible. The club’s 
four gliders are of Schweizer design and dura-
bility. The 2-33 has been a standard trainer for 
many clubs. We also own a Piper  Pawnee for 
air tow, and have instructors who can take a 
non-pilot of reasonable capability to a glider 
rating. The FAA allows for solo at age four-
teen. 

 
Participating in soaring in a club environ-

ment requires some time commitment in that 
we generally operate weekend afternoons, so 
if enough members appear, there will a need 
to wait for an available glider. However, it is 
possible to make arrangements with an in-
structor and tow pilot for more frequent train-
ing flights mornings or evenings in the Sum-
mer. 

In a club environment there is need for a 
certain amount of labor in assisting glider 
launching and ground handling. There is a 
need for disassembly for out of weather Win-
ter storage and Springtime reassembly. There 
seems to always be a need for maintenance 
for those interested in working with an A&P 
and AI. 

 
A message from the National Soaring 

Museum included, “149 passengers and mil-
lions of people on the ground are thankful that 
the pilot of Flight 1549 (Captain Sullenberger) 
was an experienced professional in flying, not 
only jets, but motor less aircraft as well”. 

 
If you have any questions or would like 

more information, please e-mail me at: 
Dhobel@verizon.net. 

Geneseo Airshow 
“Greatest Show On Turf” 

 
July 10 to the 12th at Geneseo NY. The 

2009 Airshow’s theme is Navy Aviation with 
as many Grumman “Cats”  that can be 
rounded up.  

 
The “Memories USO Show” will be in the 

new building on Saturday, July 11th.  
 
Paul & Pat Pedersen will be camped at 

the show for all three days. Look for the red 
GMC truck and the “Octane” trailer.  



JULY MEETING 
July 8, 2009 

6:00 PM 
Ken & Paula’s Home 

2075 Staley Rd 
Grand Island, NY 14072 

 
Proceed North on the I-190 to the South 
Grand Island Bridge, cross the bridge (TOLL) 
and take the first exit on the Island. At the first 
signal, Turn left on to Staley Road. Proceed 
through the 1st stop sign, and look for the 
house on the right. Food will be served 
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AUGUST MEETING 
August 12, 2009 

7:00 PM 
Bob Mesmer’s Home 

2548 Love Rd 
Grand Island, NY 14072 

 
Directions to Bob Mesmer's house. From To-
nawanda take the route190 north to the bea-
ver island exit, take the beaver island parkway 
to Love road. Make right turn on to Love road 
(west) go 1 3/4 miles to 2548 Love road. 2548 
Love road is on the corner of Alt blvd. and 
love road . It is a old blue farm house, blue ga-
rage, and has a yellow airplane on a pole. My 
cell phone number is 983 6851 For those fly-
ing in the runway is about 2600 feet long and 
70 feet wide . The runway is on the south west 
corner of Grand Island and the runway has a 
direction of 10 and 190 degrees 

Next Issue Deadline  
The deadline for information for the next 
newsletter is August 22, 2009. Please send 
stories, photographs, or any items of interest 
t o : P a u l  P e d e r s e n ,  E d i t o r 
paul240@roadrunner.com 

Name Tags 
New name tags are available at the meetings. 
See Pat Pedersen. Any member  needing a 
new nametag, please contact Pat at; 
pat240@roadrunner.com 
716-687-1589 

WELCOME 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
David Amsler 
 
Kevin Chudy 
 
Robert Lough 
 
Jason P. Macken 
 
John Malovich 
 
Gloria Pilarski 
 
William C. Rogers Jr. 
 
William C. Rogers Sr. 
 
Tom Rogge 

Carol Palesh hitches a ride with Paul Quenzler at 
Clarence 

Jim Cavanaugh 
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2009 AirVenture Oshkosh Trip 
 

With AirVenture 2009 only a few weeks 
away, plans are being finalized for members 
who will be part of the chapter’s annual week-
long camping party! If early reservations are 
any indication, this will be our largest 
group ever!   

 
If you are planning on camping with the 

chapter, I urge you to attend our regular July 
8th meeting at Ken and Paula’s on Grand Is-
land. (See the meeting notice for times and 
info.) 

 
Jim Cavanaugh, along with Chris, Caitlyn 

and Jessica, will be traveling to Oshkosh on 
Monday evening, July 20th.  Campsites will be 
purchased on Wednesday morning the 22nd.  
The cost for a campsite is $21 per day.  Pay-
ment for the site must be made through the 
end of the show on Sunday night. The cost for 
each 20’x30’ site is $252 ($21 x 12 days).  If 
you leave the show prior to the end of the 
event, you will receive a refund on unused 
days. 

 
To camp with the group, you MUST re-

serve your space and pre-pay.   “Drop ins” 
during the show will need to find their own 
camping space elsewhere in the camp-
grounds. You will NOT be able to camp with 
the chapter if you do not pre-pay! 

 
Please have a check made out to EAA 

for the total number of sites you would like to 
reserve. ($252 per site) Make Sure To In-
clude Your EAA Membership Number on 
the Check!  

 
Please Note:  If you membership is not 

paid, please add the amount to your check. (If 
you renew by mail this month, your member-
ship may not be in the system and you may 
need to pay twice.)  I must have the checks (or 
cash) in hand by Monday at noon on the 20th. 

 
Each site may have one camping unit 

(tent or small pop-up) and one vehicle.  Like 
last year, Large RV’s or trailers will only be 
charged the one site camping rate of $21 
per day! (Previously, they were required to 
purchase two spaces.) 

 
To properly lay out the camp site I will 

know what type of camping gear you will have 
on the site. (Car & tent, car & trailer, car & 
pop-up, RV, etc.)  EAA is also doing a census 
on the number of campers.  Please let me 
know the number of campers that will be in 
your party. 

 
We will pick up your camping unit pass 

and have it at your site when you arrive.  You 
must stop by the registration station when you 
arrive to pick up your vehicle pass.  (If flying 
in, call me on my cell at 716-228-4960 and I 
will try to pick you up.) When you arrive at the 
EAA-46 site, please make sure to check the 
site map so you know where to set up. 

 
We will do our best to get the same sites 

as we have in past years. (Lindbergh Ave. & 
39th) However, it is a “first come - first served” 
policy.  If the site is occupied when we arrive 
on the 20th we will have to move to accommo-
date the large group as we did last year.  The 
actual site will be posted on the EAA-46 web 
site (www.eaa46.org) on Wednesday after-
noon July 22nd. 

 
If you can not make the July meeting and 

have any questions, please call me as soon as 
possible at 716-838-8018.  After the 22nd and 
through the show, you can reach me on my 
cell phone at 716-228-4960. 
 
Jim Cavanaugh 
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I’ve used multiple BatteryMINDers for at least 
ten years now to keep my fleet of 12V batteries 
in peak condition. I fired up my 1988 BMW 
750iL (12 cylinder engine) this past Monday af-
ter not driving it since August 2008 to take it 
out for a run. It started instantly and quickly 
settled into a nice smooth idle. That Bat-
teryMINDer® did an excellent job of keeping 
the battery in good shape all that time. 
I was just on VDC’s website and came across 
this aircraft-specific deal that you might be in-
terested in: 
http://www.batteryminders.com/specials.php 
 
There was a time when spending this kind of 
money on a charger would seem excessive but 
now that airplane batteries are climbing over 
$225 it is starting to make good sense. The 
automotive versions that I have (model 
#12117) list for $69.95 and are available on 
http://www.battery-web.com/ for about $10 
less. I also noticed that Northern Tool (http://
www.northerntool.com/webapp/wcs/stores/
servlet/product_6970_200332201_200332201) 
has some inventory left at the old price of $45. 
Even car batteries have climbed to up to the 
$90+ mark – the days of good $49.95 batteries 
are gone! 
 
For tougher jobs, I use the Black & Decker 
Model # VEC1093DBD digital battery charger: 
http://www.blackanddecker.com/ProductGuide/
Product-Details.aspx?ProductID=15580 Home 
Depot has it at the best price right now for just 
under $96. 
 
There is one problem with digital chargers and 
that is the tendency for the computer to dis-
miss a really flat battery as “non-recoverable” 
and refuse to make the attempt. For those oc-
casions, I use a good old fashioned analog 

battery charger, the Schumacher Manual 6/2 
amp charger: http://www.northerntool.com/
w e b a p p / w c s / s t o r e s / s e r v l e t /
product_6970_200331931_200331931 These 
manual battery chargers (even if they say 
“automatic”) must not be left on your batteries 
for more than 8 hours at the higher 6 amp rate 
or more than a day at 2 amp rate or they will 
cook your battery. 
 
I clean the battery terminals until shiny using a 
small brass or stainless steel detail brush 
(such as http://www.harborfreight.com/cpi/ctaf/
displayitem.taf?Itemnumber=40441). After-
wards I shoot them with silicone spray to pre-
vent further corrosion. If your battery has the 
screw caps on top, check the acid level peri-
odically. Do not use anything other than dis-
tilled water (readily available at your grocery 
store in the bottled water area) to bring the 
level up to the indicator. Do not overfill and al-
ways wash your hands after touching any bat-
tery as the acid will damage your clothing. 

Battery Maintenance 
Chris Koch 

Chris Koch working on the Ercoupe 
Jim Cavanaugh 
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The first jet aircraft to takeoff from Lancaster 
Photos: Bob Morford 

Mike Pirowskin making a point while Carol Palesh 
looks on 

Photo: Bob Morford 

Ed Kramer and two Young Eagles 
Photo: Bob Morford 

Roy Berube’s Starduster Too at the Young Eagles 
Photo: Bob Morford 



EXPERIMENTAL 
AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION 
Chapter 46   
Paul Pedersen, Editor         
240 Hamlin Ave 
East Aurora NY 14052 

2009 CHAPTER 46 MEETINGS 

JULY MEETING                  JULY 2, 2009                        6:00 PM 
                                            KEN & PAULA’S AT-6 
 
AUGUST MEETING            AUGUST 13, 2009                 7:00 PM 
                                            Bob Mes mer’s Home 
 
SEPTEMBER MEETING     SEPTEMBER 9, 2009           7 :00 PM 
                                            ICE CREAM SOCIAL 
                                            CLARENCE AERODROME   
 
OCTOBER MEETING          OCTOBER 14, 2009              7:00 PM 
                                            Paul Qu enzler Home 
 
NOVEMBER MEETING       NOVEMBER 11, 2008           7:00 PM 
                                            Busines s Meeting 
                                            Pederse n House                                                      
                                             


